What To Do First
Instructions for Precut Kits
 
Congratulations! You have purchased a dollhouse kit. You’re excited and your fingers itch to get that box open and start building. You visualize what this project will look like when you open the box lid. Probably six main pieces and a couple of smaller ones. This should be a cinch, right?
 WRONG!
The first surprise happens when you open the lid of the box. Instead of a dozen parts, there are about a hundred. Uh-oh! You’re in trouble! I know it’s overwhelming but don’t panic. Every job, no matter what, can be broken down into smaller parts.  Now, this is something that’s manageable. Still, you’ll be wise to read some of the tips my husband and I have learned over the course of  building more dollhouses than we can count.
Before opening the box, plan your work area. There are some dollhouses which can be assembled on one evening, but they are rare. Choose a location where you can leave the “construction site” in place for a week or longer if you plan to finish all the interior décor, etc. Your work surface should be flat, smooth, of a size larger than the finished size of the dollhouse you will be building. It should also be of a comfortable height for building, usually the height of a kitchen countertop or table.
In addition to your dollhouse kit, you will need wood glue, a carpenter’s hammer, folding rule or tape measure, a small square (pencil box variety works well. Longer ones won’t fit beneath floors.) An extra set of hands will be quite helpful, if not necessary.
Now, you’re ready to open the box and take out the assembly instructions. Read through the directions before you begin building. Most assembly instructions are detailed and lead you through house assembly in an proper order. Do yourself a favor and assemble your house in the order suggested by the manufacturer.
Glue, masking tape, paint and wallpaper will not be included in your kit. Make certain you have these items available. Note: Painting and wallpapering are best done after the house is constructed to the “shell” stage (basic house is together. Windows, doors, stairs, and trim pieces are not yet installed.)

